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CIVIL AIR PATROL

Lt. Glen Randolph
Pierre unit



Prior to WWI the German army was on fire and seemed unstoppable.  The 
American aviation community was convinced that the civilian aircraft 

fleet of over 25,000 aircraft could be of a benefit to the nation and our 
army.

A writer for the New York Tribune, WWI pilot, Founder of the Aircraft 
Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA) and director of Aeronautics for New 

Jersey, Gill Rob Wilson believed that something needed to be done to 
help the East coast search for submarines.  After numerous meetings he 
was able to convince the governor of New Jersey to form the “New Jersey 

Civil Air Defense Service.”  Feeling that more needed to be done, he 
enlisted the aid of two of his fellow newspaper publishers, Gannett and 
Beck to help him “win over” Hap Arnold, the chief of the Army Air Force 
and the head of the Office of Civil Defense, Fiorello LaGuardia, with the 
idea that this civilian air force would be of a great benefit to the country.  

Under the Civil Defense Office the Civil Air Patrol was formed on 
December 1, 1941.  

Gill Rob 
Wilson



The new organization now needed national leaders to organize each 
state with their own commanders.  Under the first National commander, 
Major General John F. Curry, recruiting began on December 8, 1941 with 
the public announcement of the newly formed “Civil Air Patrol”.  Within 
months 48 states had a new group and wing commander.  

South Dakota had 8 groups maned in locations all across the state. 

■ Spearfish – Clyde Ice

■ Rapid City – Floyd Barlow

■ Pierre –--------Franklin Hyde

■ Huron --------- Ken Neville

■ Aberdeen ----Dwight Campbell

■ Watertown - Ralph Hubbard

■ Brookings – Cecil Shuoe

■ Sioux Falls –Knapp Brown



The first SD Wing Commander
was Thomas B. Roberts Jr. 
a newspaper man from Pierre
just like Wilson.

Rapid City Journal headline 
January 7, 1942.  
“SD State Civil Air Patrol Organized”.

Thomas B. Roberts
SD Wing Commander

12/1/1941 – 10/15/1945



On March 5, 1942 the Costal Patrol was formed to offer help to the Navy. CAP Costal 
Patrol was credited with helping 91 ships in distress, 865 shipwreck survivors, flying 
over 6,000 convoy missions, finding 17 floating mines, and spotting 173 submarines, 
even being credited with the sinking of a few. 65 CAP pilots were killed on duty.

Most members of the Costal Patrol were from the East Coast but South Dakota did have 
a few pilots that traveled east to participate in the operations.  One of those being 
Luverne A Kraemer from Deadwood.  In March of 1942 he traveled to Wichita, Kansas 
to build B29’s. Three months later he had a pilot’s license and in April 1943 he 
volunteered for Costal Patrol in Atlantic City.

Vern Kramer



Civil Air Patrol participated in the war 
efforts in numerous ways, one being here in 
the Black Hills of South Dakota.  Members 
of the wing organized coyote hunts from the 
air and on the ground using the money from 
the sale of pelts to help finance the Costal 
Patrol. 



In addition to the coyote hunts, members of 
the SD Wing joined the Courier Service under 
the 2nd Air Force to help the Army Air Force 
transport needed items and supplies between 
bases.  On November 2, 1942 CAP pilots 
began flying routes out of Rapid City Army Air 
Force Base, now known as Ellsworth Air Force 
Base. 

Courier planes at 
Ft. Meade 



For an estimated 14 months 9 pilots,
most of whom were not eligible to join the 
military, leased their private aircraft to the 
Army and flew these routes. 
These pilots were required to have a 
minimum of 150 hours of flying experience 
because these routes were a 
treacherous undertaking. 

1942 book belonging to
Col Charles Doughty
SD Wing Commander

1965 - 1968



None of the pilots were instrument-rated 
and they flew daily regardless of weather.  
On days when the Army would ground their 
B-17’s the CAP Courier Pilots were flying 7 
routes per day with a completion rate of 
almost 100%.  This was a miracle since 
most of the aircraft had
no—or very limited—
instruments 
and none had
radio transmitters. 

Lt. Ross Wieha
1943



July 1943
SD Courier pilots 
Had a 100%
Success rate.
August 98.39%.



Flying time was 3 hours for these planes
with the exception of the commander of the 
SD Courier group, Captain John Moodie. 
Moodie took out his passenger
seat and installed an extra 
fuel tank giving him extended
flying time.

Mjr. John Moodie with his air 
plane a Aeronca chief in 
1943 ready with cargo. 
Moodie logged over 1000 
hours in one year.



These aircraft were small, 65-75 HP engines, but 
were defiantly work horses for the Army carrying 
cargo such as parachutes, rifles, mail and one 
secret mission carried cases of toilet paper. 
The biggest danger for these pilots was boredom, 
in flying so many hours over the same route they 
became so familiar with the terrain that some 
would read books, buzz farms dropping notes and 
even performing acrobatics for kids along the 
routes.  



Courier route map 
Aug. 1942



The first documentation of a SD CAP pilot 
flying for the Courier Service was in the 
log book of Ross Wiehe.  His first flight as 
a courier was February 27, 1941. 
It was written in a letter from the wife
of one courier pilot, 
Lawrence “Bud” Younger,
that he made $300 a 
month plus expenses 
flying for the courier route. 

Courier pilots
With Army 

representative



October 1, 1942 Civil Air Patrol started 
recruiting young people for the cadet 
program.  This initial program was intended 
for the training of pilots for military service.  
Potential cadets had to have a senior 
member sponsor to join.  These sponsors 
had to work with and train their cadets for 
wartime service.  In December of 1943 the 
Army assigned a Taylor craft L-2 to the SD 
Wing as a cadet recruiting and training tool.   





Early 1950’s cadets.
Note the uniform with
Tie tuck, old style CAP patch,
And same wing patch we 
have now.



At war’s end the “mission” of CAP 
was done but on July 1, 1946 
Congress passed Public Law #476
making Civil Air Patrol a permanent 
non-profit organization to promote 
aviation and provide air service 
under emergency conditions. 
After the Army Air Force became
the US Air Force on September 26, 
1947 Public Law #557 made Civil 
Air Patrol the Auxiliary of the United 
States Air Force on May 26, 1948.  



Post-war was a time to focus on 
cadet growth with the core missions.  
In 1948 CAP began the International 
Cadet Exchange program.  In this 
program cadets traveled to another 
country to learn and train with local 
units. South Dakota has 
hosted numerous cadets
from other countries over 
the years. SD Wing Commander Prather with IACE 

Cadets from Sweden.



IACE Cadets from Poland visit with 
Chief Black Elk and tour the 

Homestake Mine.
1951



The most notable visit was while a group of 
cadets from England were visiting South Dakota.  
On August 6, 1952 comedian Bob Hope was 
scheduled for a direct flight from Sioux City for 
an appearance in Sioux Falls, upon hearing 
about the Civil Air Patrol program and the visiting 
cadets from England he and his entourage made 
an unscheduled stop in Pierre.  He spent several 
hours with the cadets and SD Wing Commander 
Frank Prather while in Pierre, even making an 
appearance at the state capital.  After his 
impressive visit, Governor Sigurd Anderson 
declared August 6, 1952 Bob Hope Day in SD. 



L_R

Bob Hope stop in Pierre 1952
L-R 

SD Wing Commander Frank Prather
Bob Hope
Betsy Duncon
Gov. Sigurd Anderson
LTC Joe Floyd

Bob Hope entertaining IACE cadets from 
England at state capitol in Pierre



By June 9, 1951 eight Regional Directors 
were established in the United States and 
South Dakota was assigned to the North 
Central Region. 
Official charter certificates 
for wings were designed in
1953 and signed by 
National Commander,
Walter Agee and by 
April 30, 1956 only 685 
out of the 2,300 units had 
been officially chartered. 



The 1950’s brought tragedy to South 
Dakota Wing when many members of the 
wing staff including Wing Commander 
Colonel Barnett and Liaison Officer 
Al Singleton were killed in the crash 
of an AC-45 while on their way
to Washington DC.  Two years 
after the death of Colonel 
Barnett the position of 
SD Wing Commander was
filled by Colonel Joseph Floyd,
the founder of KELO TV. 

1953 SD Wing 
Commander 
Joseph Floyd doing an 
interview on KELO TV



Under the command of
Floyd the state flourished 
and established its first 
wing wide radio system.
This system ran its inaugural 
test with the broadcast to 
all squadrons on 
November 4, 1953 by 
Governor Sigurd Anderson.  

Governor Anderson giving 
1st radio address from wing 
headquarters in Pierre.



All through the 1950’s South Dakota CAP 
flew numerous missions to aid the state 
and counties with a variety of assignments 
from carrying blood & tissue
and Polio vaccines across
the state to aiding the
wildlife offices with forest
fire watches.  
By July of 1951 the 
wing had two L-4’s and
two L-5’assigned to them
for their missions.

Winner squadron receiving 
Polio vaccine at Pierre 
Airfield to transport back to 
Winner hospital. May 1955



In February of 1953 a meeting was held 
with the commanding General of the 28th
Strategic Reconnaissance Wing,
Brigadier General Richard Ellsworth,
at Rapid City Air Force Base
to formally activate the
Rapid City Squadron 
and assign two light 
aircraft to the squadron
for air rescue work and 
cadet training.



Training during the 1950’s in 
South Dakota made for a 
challenging task with the
change of seasons every other
day and our famous never-
ending wind.  One legendary 
mission was held on 
February 17, 1952.  

Named 
“Operation Highway”. 



26 seniors and 13 cadets from Sioux Falls squadron 
#42 participated in short landings on the black top 
roads just east of Davis, SD.  The mission was 
formulated by die-hard members of the Artic Survival 
Team lead by Lt. Marv Skie, Deputy Wing Commander, 
whom the Lincoln County airfield is named for.  After 
dealing with snow covered roads and 30 MPH cross 
winds this mission was dubbed a success in 
emergency situations. South Dakota Wing pilots also 
participated in a winter mission called “Operation 
Heavy Lift” where planes would drop loads of coal to 
snowbound farmers in South Dakota and Minnesota.



As the 1950’s grew to a close the South Dakota 
Wing was growing leaps and bounds. The wing 
had 33 active squadrons or flights during the 
height of the 1950’s with units in every area of 
the state and held a record setting encampment 
in 1951 with 251 cadets and 35 seniors in 
attendance. The official membership in the SD 
Wing in 1950 with 2 groups was at 178 cadets 
and 1,000 seniors and the largest air SAREX’s to 
date was held on November 23, 1953 with 53 
aircraft participating. 



Circa 1950 cadets 
at encampment
during training.



November 1952
NCR

Commanders Call at
Offutt AFB.

SD Wing Commander 
Col Floyd

Is second from right.



SD Drill Team from Aberdeen at National competition in New York City.
May 2, 1959



Lennox squadron cadets.
1951 



Earliest
SD Wing

letters in the
wing history 

files.





1952 National Board 
meeting. 

SD table on right side 2nd
table back.



Pierre cadets getting a 
tower tour.
Circa 1946



Pierre Squadron 1952



Early 1950’s 
SAREX in 

Yankton, SD









1957
REGION CONFERENCE











1951



Original SD Wing Newsletter
was called the

AIR LOG
First issue July 1951



Newsletter name 
changed to 

THE DACOTH LOG
January 1957









Two future SD Wing pilots 
in 1929

At the Black Hills College 
of Aviation



1956
SARCAP POSTER



Major General Beau, Commanding General of CAP, in SF for visit.
1951



Wally Koopman, SD Wing Communications 
Officer 1952 at a SARCAP in Rapid City.



1951



The remains of SD Wing L-5 after a storm at the  
Chamberlin airport in 1951



35 planes on the flight line at a Pierre SARCAP in 
1951



Woman’s National 
Commander,
Francis Nolde visiting Pierre 

Squadron in 1951



Senior members of SD Group IV heading home from a SARCAP in Pierre. 
1952

L-R Sam Wilson, J. G. Ross, Group IV Adjutant, Dee Nelson, Training 
Officer, Dave Nelson, Group IV Commander and Ken Jordan



Lt. Norman Anderson 
squadron #42 in Pierre 

flying the Big Sioux River



SD Wing Aircraft flying high 1952



1952 They flew in style 
back then



CAP FACTS FROM 1940’S – 1950’S
■ 1947 Flight instruction in a J-3 was $6.00 per hour wet 

■ Courier pilots carried a 45 cal. Pistol & shot coyotes along routes for fun

■ Courier pilots got clearance to take off with 150 foot ceilings

■ 1944 Wing HQ was in Pierre and moved in 1945 to Sioux Falls

■ Oct. 24, 1949 three groups were activated in SD. 1. Watertown 2. Gettysburg 3. Rapid City 

■ Membership fees in 1950 were $4.00 per year

■ 1950 membership in SD was 178 cadets and 1,000 seniors

■ Largest SAREX in SD  was November 23, 1953 with 53 aircraft

■ July 1951 was the first SD Wing newsletter

■ The 1951 encampment has 251 cadets and 35 seniors

■ In January of 1957 SD Wing had 4 motorcycles

■ 1957 encampment in SD cost $15.00 per cadet

■ The current wing patch design has been around since early 1950’s 
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